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SCENE ONE: THE OCEAN SURFACE

(#1 – ORCHESTRA TUNE-UP starts the show. #2 – FATHOMS 
BELOW immediately follows. The SEA CHORUS enters and 
creates the surface of the ocean. A ship appears with the PILOT at 
the wheel and SAILORS at work on deck.)
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(PRINCE ERIC enters, attended by his droll valet, GRIMSBY.)
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PRINCE ERIC: Isn't this perfection, Grimsby? Out on the 
open sea, surrounded by nothing but water and imagination—
GRIMSBY: Oh, yes, it's simply... (bending over the rail, seasick) 
... delightful...
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PRINCE ERIC: What is that? Do you hear something?
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GRIMSBY: Milord, please... enough seafaring! This talk of
merpeople and the King of the Sea is nautical nonsense!
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